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One part of India is low and sandy and therefore very hot in the summer. The wind reaches it from the west, and is a dry wind, not a damp one. Hence there is little or no rain, and we have the Thar or Indian Desert.
If we look for the tea plantations we must look for them on the warm, wet hill-sides, and we find them chiefly in the Western Ghats, the hills of Assam, other parts of the Himalayas, and in Ceylon. The tea plantations are situated on the sides of those hills from which the forest has been cleared, and they vary in size from a few score to many hundreds of acres in extent. They usually have railway connections with the larger towi^s, good roads and drains, and well-equipped factories for the manufacture of tea.
The tea shrub is planted in long, neat rows, and each shrub is so pruned as to keep it broad, flat, and under four feet in height, in order that the leaves may easily be plucked. Amongst the bushes coolies or labourers, both men and women, are always hard at work. There is much work to be done, not only in gathering
TEA  PLANTATION.